[Human cutaneous leishmaniasis caused by Leishmania Major MON-26 in the region of Damascus (Syria)].
In response to an epidemic of oriental sore around Damascus, an ecological and epidemiological survey was carried out in the village of Dmeir, 40 km NE of Damascus. Parasites isolated from six cases from Dmeir, and two other cases from Syria were identified as Leishmania major, zymodeme MON-26. This zymodeme is known as the agent of zoonotic cutaneous leishmaniasis from the Sub-Saharian Sahel to the Near and Middle East. This is the first report of L. major in Syria. In a group of 234 school children aged 5-11 years, the leishmanin skin test was positive in 37%, indicating a high transmission rate. The epidemic seems to be the result of agricultural and industrial development projects in the area: numbers of both the gerbil reservoir host and sandfly vector appear to be increased by the land improvement.